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Next issue should be back to g more normal arrangement, with a few more
pages and a few less lettera, We would have had a couple more pages

this time, but we used up all the extra paper on the Vance essay.
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The Cestetner 1s resglly s member
of the famlly now -~ 1t has
proved that 1t will work under
the severest sort of handlcap.--
Before I run a fresh stack of
paper, I glways run thru three

or four crud sheets {rejects

WA from previous issues) -- and on
colaN\--—jone page this issue the first

v sheet through performed a bit of
aerigl acrobatlcs, flipped up,
around and back gnd went thru the
mechine again. Or so I thought.
But after gbout ten sheets, I re-
a#llzed the machine was making a new noise {1t's &1fficult to spot a new
nolgse -- what with the assorted clicks, whumps, and grunkles a G120
makes while running). It took me a while to track down the source,but
eventually I discovered the errant crud sheet had somehow fed itself
lnside the double drums and wrgpped 1tself firmly around the smaller
Telt roller in the middle of the whole mess.

Didn't seem to affect the reproductlon of those first ten sheets
at all, and if it hadn't been noisy sbout its new location, I might not
have spotted i1t for qulte some time., -

Getting it out didn't take very long, but 1t was extremely messy.

-

Machines in this house seem to be a breed that operstes under diffi-
cultles, presumably to overcome the mechanlcal ineptness of their human
operators. Our tape recorder once valiantly played sway for qulte some
tine with a twist in the tape; 1t msnaged to strglghten the mess
out each revolution and politely ignored our crass comments gbout the
sloppy sound quality and why-wgs—-the-tape-going-on~-the-takeup-reel~so—
crooked-snyway?

Minor domestic c¢risls these last few days: I dlscovered something
hed been nlbbling my rubber spztuls 1n a kitchen drawer, and asked Buck
to set a mousetrap; but when it snagpped and I went to look, I saw the
blgrest, healthlest mouse I'd ever encountered and yelled for help --
Buck gnnounced it was a young rat, and since the mousetrap wasn't equip-
ped to handle thls sort of thing, hed to dispatch the stunned critter
on the back porch. Then I had to sperd some time cleaning everything
in the drawer (agaln) and moving stuff to my upright metal csblnets —-
whlch are not gt all convenient for this sort of thing. The sink cab-
inets are metsl, too, but apparently there's a way the beasts can get
in from the back {they probgbly chewed through the contrete foundation
or gomething). We later csught another one, and the trep snapped a
third tlme, but whatever it was, 1t escaped before we got there.

Now mlce aren't too bad. We have fleld mice aground herve -- they
come in under the house in the winter and scrgbble ground 1n the walls,
and as long as they stay out of my drawers and don't get too nolsy, I'm
inclined to live and let lilve. But 1t's hard for me %o Teel friendly
foward a rat. I think I'11 stsrt sleeping with the air rifle next to
the bed, Just in case.

Belng a stay-—at-home, I was gble tn watch the Ranger shot whlle 1t
was happening, feeling lucky that for once 1t was belng brogdesst on
the one local station with decently clear slgnal. But it struck me
that there's something backwards about thls sort of thing. I sat there
watching the shot, enjoylng myself extremely, and feeling very much 1l1lke



vie sudience af JFL wnen they cheered ss the telemetry signal quit,
indicating lmpact.

And then it occurred to me —- why are we cheering? Here's thils poor
expensive machine slaving away taking pictures 1like crazy, and when
the signal quits it's a notice the equipment has Just smashed 1tself
to junk all over a crater floor We should feel sorry —— and if it's
that close, Zsn't it bound to lmpact? Do they really think it's go-
ing to veer off somewhere when it's withln that distance? Why be so
delightedly surprlsed when it finglly does hit?

Makes me wonder what they're going to do if someday the pictures
quit coming and the telemetry signal continues. Sit there and look
unhappy, probably.

Been a big time for orbits, picture taking and so forth. I was 1n-
terested in the Russlan shot, of course, but the most ilmaglination pro-
voklng news came, to me, with their landing. The news ltem described
them getting out of their vehlcle, not ¥nowing for sure where they
were and finding themselves 1n 53 snow-filled forest. I mentloned
this to Buck, and chuckled over this mental picture of the poor guys
flalling around wondering where they were, and Buck speculated them
deciding: “How 'about that? Just because we overshot a 1ittle, they
gsent us 1o Siberia anywey —- and after all we d4id for them!"

Of course, 1f some of the suspicions of monitoring stations 1n
other countrles are correct, and Af they actuglly did hear futile
SUS messages from stranded previous cosmonauts, these guys were lucky
co get back, even to Siberla.

Itve often wendered now the US would react te loss of 1ife in cur
Gemwnl or Apnilo program —— and of churse 1lt's rgther surprising to
consider we haven't had any Adisasters (beyond -loging one capsule).
There was an accident on the ground in one of the sheds, but so far
no losses during =zctual flight. Would it discourage further effort
and grass rcots agitation to get out of the "mnondogpele®? Or would it
act as a stimulus, a boost to natlonal pride to prove the dead hero
»ight by going on with the work? There 1s a muttering background of
the sort ci politico who wants us to qult spending all this money on
"space nunsenge" and start spending 1t here on Earth in resegrch and
similar fine projects,

Ferizaps I'm cynical, but I wonder how these politicos would react
if someone annoucced, okay, we're closlng down all the parts factories
and space--oriented industries 1iIn the state and bringing in some spec--
1alisvs to beef up that medical research lab you've got in the capital
I doubt if they'd like %$hat either. Rany of them sre the sort Al
Lewis parodied in one of his ¥FAPAzines: the sort that would make Col-
amdus 1111 out s form in triplleate, go through a Congressional sub-
commlttee, and then tell nim no -- too expensive and impracticgl. Too
many other things demanding our agttention...any day now, we'll get
around to them, just don't push.

Another mlmeographlng puzzle: sometimes we get paper from Vari-
Color ana sometimes from an office supplier in Anderson, Ind,..,.came

paper, color, 20 1b.... .presumgbly ildentlical. But the packages from
Vari-color azre bigger than the ones from Anderson. No, they don't
contain any more paper, they're Jjust bigrer, fatter. Apparently if

vou buy from Oklahoma, you get more air for your money. JWGC



Somebody has been spresding fii--
thy rumors gbout us..... When the kid
wrote in requesting informgtion gboutl
"your YANDRO organlization"; well,thst
could bv sloppy sentence structure,
| When the neofan editor explained g1l
the benefits we'd receive by merging
|with his publication (ending by say-
Ing that hls fanzine had been in op-
_ : £ eration for six whole months and in-

: e \ i | i~y Quiring ghout the age of ours; well,
. gﬂqgkg r *Pz;ggf' o ~ |enyone ls entitled to a few mistakes,
i S T sadespecially funny ones, But when some-
one wrote 1n requesting us to send him "one of your publications on conic
books® -- that 1s going too far' Comic books, lndeed!

Stamp collecting offers all sorts of interesting information. Such as
the fact that Russiaz 1ssued a stamp commemorating "The 1lOth Peace Bicycle
Race". (People who think that tv advertising is funny should take a close
1ook st Russlan propaganda sometime,)

- I think if I wgs Norman Rockwell, I'd change my name. During the Mc-
Carthy era, people were always confusing nim with Rockwell XKent and call-
ing him a dirty Commie. Now they're confusing him with George Lincoln
Rockwell and calllng him a dirty Nazi. (Not to mention all the people in
boE? ir?s who confuse themselves with art critics and call him a lousy
artist.

Ballantine has reprinted Dan Mannix's Memoirs Of A Sword Swagllower;

g fasclnatlng, humorous account of csrnival life. Juanlta Immediately be-
gan casting it as a movie (with Hans Conreid as "The Impossible Possible®, .
1t would make a good one, if the screenwriters would resist temptatlons

to "lmprove" it, Another recent Ballantine is The Great Indian Mutiny, by
Richard Colller. Having been gomewhat interested in the Sepoy Rebelllon
since flrat hearlng of it, I jumped at the chance to get an account, even
at 75¢. (I was amused to notice that the big newsstand in Anderson placed
1t in with the westerns; I guess to the average American, there 1s only
one kind of Indian,)

The Vance essgy 1ls now avallable., Runs io 27 pages of writing by Dick
Tiedman and 3 pages of bibliography by Beb Briney, plus covers. British
fans may get it elther thru Dodd or by sending a redquest to Ken Slater;
Ken offered to take a number of coples for resale at what will be an ex-
tremely smgll -- quite possibly non-existant —- profit to him., The cost
in thls country is 25¢ a copy; Dodd will be asking 2/0. In the esgay vol-
ume, I request that comments be sent directly to Tiedman. I'd prefer this,
but if you insist on commenting to me, I‘11 Torward your verblage.

Gene DeWeegse reports that, in keeping with current clvil rights ac-
tivity, he has begun integratlon in hls calculus course. And Bob Tucker
mentions that he 1is writing a novel about fandom. gnd conventions. That
should plunge all fandom into war, 1if he can get anyone to publish 1t.

Ann Ashe, R.D, 1, Freeville, N.Y. 13068, reports that the N3F Tape
Bureau is reactivated and looking for members, tapes, and ldeas. That's
another facet of fandom that I'1l pass up for lack of time, Tape record-
ing takes tco much time -~ I can't see The point of tape corresponding.
(At least, not with someone I don't know very well, Trading folksongs
with Billy Pettit and chatter with the Thompsons, Dodd, etc. is an ad-
junct to corresponding wlth them -~ and I got acqualnted by letter flirst
and know what I'm getting into. Well, most of the time; with Don and Mag-
gle, I sometlimes wonder..... And yes, Alan, I'1l get that tape of yours
answered any day now, I think I've only had it for ¥ months now,)




In case anyone hasn't guessed by now, I falled "to tgko-uoclos during
the month for editorlgl subjects, and I'm now having one devlil of a tlme
filling up the requlred stencils. Whenever thls happens, 1t always turns
out that I discover somethling to say -- often something that I've been re-
Quested to mention -- right after I struggle thru the last line of the
stencll. So if I've forgotten anyone, walt till next 1issue,

In the background at present is "Mormon Folk Songs", sung by L.M. Hil-
ton. An interesting record -- and a pretty good volce to be coming frgm
Folkways. Recently at a sale I plcked up a John McCormagck record for 41,98
(I'11 nearly always risk that much on something that sounds interesting).
The record wasn't as good as I'd expected, but 1t was lnteresting Iln one
way -- 1t was taken not from the 0ld 78 rpm masters, but from the record
collectlons of several New York City citlzens. Also, 1t origlnally sold
for $5.95. Now this arouses my cupldity. I have scores of old 7% rpm rec-
ords -- mostly Brunswicks, but with a smattering of Victor, Columbia,
Pathé, Vocalion, Perfect("Red Records Are Best!"), Broadway, Gennett, ete.
I also have a fairly good tape recorder, and Harry Warner keeps talking
about places that will process lp records from customers' tapes for gbout
a dollar or go per record. I wonder if anyone would pay %$5.95 to hear
Theo Karle, Richard Bonnelll, Florence Easton, Nick Lucas, or Whispering
Jack Smith? Or how about Moran And Mack, The Two Black Crows? (I doubt if
Juanita would let me produce those, however; she's very serlous about
Negro rights.)

A rather garish set of stamps from Liberia got me interested in the
life of Jehudl Ashmun. Fasclnating character; I'm surprised that nobndy
has written a book gbout hlm recently. Apparently the definitive blog was
done in 1835. From what 1llttle I've gathered, he practlcally set up Li-
berla single~handed -~ others were the official founders, but he was the
one. who made a success of the venture, Now, 1f I had the proper amount of
incentive, I would lock up all the 0ld material gbout him and write an
article for AMERICAN HERITAGE. But I'll never get around to doing it. If
one of you budding authors out there will do the article, however, I'll
be glad to read i%.

I notice the latest S F Book Club announcement is mgrked "Spring';
are they cutting to quarterly publication? {And while you're telling me
that, tell me who Christopher Hodder-Williams 18, snd what he's doing
writing stf,)

I wonder how many collectors of borderline fantssy have lncluded The
Indian Drum, by William MacHarg and Edwin Balmer, in thelr collections?
Primgrily 1t's a love story wlth a background setting of Great Lakes
shipping, but there's alsc g fantasy element. "The Indian Drum is in the
woods there, they say. No one has seen it; but many people believe that
they have heard it. It's a spirlt drum which beats, they say, for every
ship lost on the lagke." And, while the authors don't make a point of
"proving" the fantasy, a maln theme of the book 1s that the Drum "beat
short" for one ship, and that therefore there must have been a survivor.
Of course, there was one; any reader can flgure out who 1t was after the
third or fourth chapter. I have the book because my parents bought it, but
I've read it seversl times; not so much because of the fantasy but because
of a fine description of a storm on Lake Michigan which climaxes the book
(with the Drum beating, and the villain going dramatically mad). I don't
keep 1t in with the fantasy; at the moment it's on my shelf of nostalglc
schmalz, between Kipling's Light That Falled and An Helr At Large, by
John T. MeCutcheon, close to Mary Johnston's To Have And To Hold and The
Wake Of The Red Witch by Garland Roark.(Maybe next 1ssue 1711l give you &
thrilling ftour of Maristan Chapman's hill town of Glen Hazard,} RSC
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THE CHILDREN OF THE ATOM by Wilmar Shiras seems to be one of those
"popular" sf books which non-sf fans have read and can discuss., Bas-
ically an. Odd-John type tale about a group of superintelligent mutants
(they got that way when their fathers, at the time of their conceptions
had been affected by an explosion in an atomic plant), that get together
at age fourteen, via an sdvertisement concocted by Timothy Pgul, the
most normgl of the group, and his psychiatrist friend. All of the chil-
dren have been leading double or triple lives up to this time:the smoke-
gcreen of a conventional chlild hiding the fact that the chlild in Ques--
tlon has been writing stories, poems, blographies and comic strips under
pen nsmes (and getting them accepted). Forming a sort of school, the
children (that 1s, eight or ten of them) live together under rules set
up by psychlatrist and teachers, produze an even more impressive output
of work, and help each other iron out emotional kinks. Eventually, af-
ter public mob-gction aroused by a hysterical preacher convinces the
chlldren that they heve been too 1isolagted in thelr genius, the mutants
wisely decide that it would be better if they were to go to public
school, mingle with their neighbors, and estzblish reputagtions as nice,
normal kids...which they thereupon proceed to do.

An innocuous little book. .maybe Yet I find the puthor's rather
nzive conception of the Super children themselves rather herd to take.
Perhaps she was trying to avoid the cliche of the c¢oldly detached Uber-
mensch; at any rate, she succeeded in portraying 2 gang of bright in-
quisitive youngsters who, in gpite of their stsggerinpg erudition and
intellectual output, sre almost psinfully conventionsl when it comes to
accepting the folkways, mores, morals and taboos of the particularly
soclety in which they find themselves. (Which 1is, in every single case,
present--day Americs.} Concerning religious mstters, for instance, the
chlldren belleve rather strongly in the ordinary sort of God...one
little girl gays that she cannot spegk of atheists Lf she is not per-
mitted to use the words "creozy" or "stupid". The two exceptions to this
case are very easily straightened out by the understanding psychologist,
who believes implicitly in two of the favorite theories {or cstchphrases)
of this time: one, that a concept must have practlcal value or he prov.
en by prasmatic terms before 1t can be zccepted and two, that "cold
blonded" intellectuslity without smutionalism 1s "bad".

The first of these cases is a little girl (well, she is fourteen. The
author dates herself by cslling her "s 1ittle girl",) who seriously be-
lieves 1ln reincarnstlon and explains her own great intelligence thereby
The psychlatrist decides that she needs a more sound phiiosophy and at-
tempts to talk her out of her mysticism, condemning it on atrictly praec-
tical grounds..."I don't see much use in 1iving many lives 1f you forget
them a11." If the pgirl is as intellipgent as the author would have you
believe, she should be well-grounded in the tenets of Buddhism gnd Hindu-
lsm's "Wheel of Karma", with perheps her own synthesis of mystical phil-
osophy. The author gould give us a really interesting scene with the
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proponents of two conflicting bei.efs battling 1t out. Instead, she
is clearly on the side of the psychistrist.,. snd bege the Question by
making the girl appear uniformed as well as slilly:

YBy the way, what is your religion, Stella? Egyptlian? Budcéhigt?!

"Of course nct.,” said Stella indignsntly. '"Do you think I pray to
cows and cats and beetles?"

"Have you ever lived as s bird or animal of any sort?"

"That wouldn't have to be."

Result: &the girl is converted to a philosophy that she can "test
and prove",.,.empirically; I suppose.

The other meverick is a "materialist"...{they usually are athelsts,
but the author doesn't go into that)...a cold-blooded scientific chap
who 18 overdeveloped in intellect and dinderdeveloped in every other
area, This Fred doesn't understand why people like poetry, srt,music,
or pets; moreover, he resents the others desperately and takes out his
hogtilily by playing five-year o0id level tricks (turning up the incub-
2tor so that the eggs cook, etc.) on the others. His perfidy is found
out when he expounds his new theory. .a simple method to find out the
sex of a fetus, then abort sgld fetus if it is not the sex one wants,
Obviously, only Fred 1s dastardly enough to play such "jokes"...they
dc show g fantastic lack of emotional maturlty...asnd, in return for
not reporting on Fred, the others insist that he undergo a "cure", the
result of which will make him g more human and likeble chap. Fred
agrees. (He's 2 pretty gocd sport about the whole thing,) After a
serles of emotlon-inducing exercises designed for him...reading poetry,
contemplating an apple seed, rearing 2 puppy...Fred becomes Jjust as
normal and human as the other mutants And 1ife goes on among the
Superchildren.

What, you may ask, lis wrong with thig gort of thing? There are at
least three reasons why I personally find the philosophy of this ook
naive and unconvincing. 0One lg the uniformity of backgrounds of most
of the children--moat are waspish and awagre of other viewpolnts or
backgrounds only gs freaks. Cne of the non-typical chlldren in reli-
glon, as 1 heve shown, ls portrayved as misguided...one as neurotically
withdrswn from humanity. Whet, I wonder, would hsve happened if one
of the Wonder Chlidren were ralsed as g Buddhist..,an Islam,.a Jew.,.
or an Ethical Culturliet? Could the psychiatrist so blithely guide such
a2 child back to g "sound philcsophy"...or would he himself end up doubt
ing whether any philosophy was compiletely "sound"?

The second unrealistic po.nt sgbout this book 1s its optimistic as-
sumption that the children would be amenable to "cure'. The psychia-
trist explains that out of only sbout thirty mutants, none, statisti-
cally speaking, would be "insane". True, perhsps, but a child doesn't
have to be mentally off to be stubborn, neurotic, or determined to
"get back" at grownups who want to "change'! him...and to cause a 10%
of trouble in the process. Fred, for instance, might have rebelled at
the amateur therapy and walked out, refused to cooperagte, or cruelly
dissected the poetry...or the puppy...slong scientific lines. And one
couldn't completely blame him, I don't know as I'd 1like a bunch of
people my own age and 1ntelligence thrusting "exercises" at me,either.

The third point is simply the 1dealistic acceptance with which Shi-
ras's 1ittle geniuses regsrd thils soclety znd its conventions. Even
though they all do come from the same beckground, 1t seem surprising
to me that none lkas ever seriously Questioned the tenets snd taboos of
gsociety. (Except perhaps Fred, who sces nothing wrong in casusl zbor-
tion), It's true they have had to wear the mask of society for their
own protection.., . but it seems odd that. not only do they never weary
of the mask or conslder it a false face, but they seem to have forgot-
ten that they are wesring i%.



Jim Goodrich, 5 Brewster Drive, Middletown, N.Y. 10940

Hove never heard a liberal advocating the force-feeding of the lazy
& the psrasites, or denying the xistence of such:; the typical politi -~
¢o, however, will urge any program than will garner votes, I, person-
ully, place more velue on gorillas in gen'l, then on most humans I en-
ecounter, Not that I would want my sister to marry one; the children
would pe sterlle. Rob Williams should submit his poem tec the Mag of
Horror. Assume Gene wrote hls column before viewing the near degeni-
telizatlon of UNCLE.s man in London by a lager in Goldfinger. Would-
n*'t have veen surprised if the asmerican distributors of the latter had
blooped out liss Galore's Christian ngme. Xpected the audlence to
guffaw wlldly at the flrst sppearance of Pussy, but reaction wes al-
.mogt negligible. Ian has corrupted the masses, Don't know why u are
+ ridicvling Dan Mannix --— I've always wanted to attend a Black Mass.
Jayne Mansfleld would meke a yummy altar. HMust Dian ruiln her nude
.mith all those dots? Vern Coriell loves ERB with a passion, yet would
be the l1ast to maintaln Burroughs was a great writer -~ period. He
might sgy that ERB was the most entertaining author of fiction. Re-
gardleas of hls taste. Vern is not a jerk. A damned good man, in my
opinion. Lancer plans to pub the Conan canon.

/There's a solution to the overpopulation problem. I
wasn't ridiculing Mannix; I Just think hle usual type

of writing mgkes him an unusual choice for a biography
of L. Frank Baum, RSC/

B:1l Donaho, P.0U. Box 1284, Berkeley, California, 94701

T enjoyed Fanshin's Bester article, but have no comments except I
always thought "The Demolished Man" highly overrated. T like "The
Stars Wy Destination" much better and it wasn't gny world stopper.

£ dig the man from UNCLE muchly also.

For some odd reasson or other I have very strong opinlong re stamp .
celiecting: Thls is strange as 1t is the only hobby or suchllke that
I do get worked up gbout. Haturally I force myself to be tolerant
snd 211 that jazz; I'11 even save appropriate stamps for friends, but
as far as I can see stgmp collecting has nothlng whatsoever to be satd
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in its favor. 1It's purely snd simply a decvice for Tilling up time and
collecting something that has no merlt in itself, just che srtiflcial
velue given 1t by the process of collecting. And the very thought
people have nothing better to do with their time than to fill 1% in
such s fashion...!

I note Yalter Breen is trying to rewrite fan hilstory or science fie-
tion history or something. Ohwell... Anyhow there sre still fans
around to remember that "the story which turned many people awzy from
AEvV, . ." was not "Asylum" but "The World of Null A", which appeasred
srme three years lster, Before "The Yorld of Null A" there had been
little or no criticism of van Vogt, And "Asylum" was highly popular
and is still rerarded ss one of the great clesslics of the Golden Are.

[fOO. Stamps —— at least the ones 1 get -- are pretty,
the space lssues are as much related to stf as the non-
fiction writings of Clarke, Ley, etc., and 2z few of
them are downright funny, (Such as the French stamp
which presents the entire text of a De CGeulle speech --
can y~u think of a better cspsule comment on current
French pnlitics®?) I wouldn't get any fun out of col-
lecting every single issue of the Shiekhd@om of Sharjah,
but a stamp collectilon can easlly be an attractive ad-
Junct to gnother hobby. I thought "Asylum" was enter-
teining when I first repsd 1t, but a rereading convinced
me that it does have its 1little faults. RSC/

Mike Deckinger, Apartment 10-K, 25 Manor Drive, Newark, NJ, 07106
delieese's non-commital chessmen on the cover of #1“ﬂ 1s an excell-
ent method of commencing a fanzine like Yandro, which is often non-
commitel and restrained i1tself. I thought that he would have hed no
hobbies, outslde of watching Grade-C science fiction films, and read-
ing bad books. Isn't that an aimless and futile path to treed thru
11fe; dedicatling yourself to uprooting the mediocre and the gecond -
rate? De'ieese, I pity you.

‘Now that Juaniteg has ful-
filled the advertlising require-
ments of Speed-O-Print, and es-
tablished herself as a midwest
extension of lLadison Avenue,
how about giving the price of
the "silk sheet' ?

I haven't had much cppor-
tunity to watch “"The lian From
U.N,C.L.E", since it con -
flicts timewlse with "“"Voyage
to the Bottom of the Sea",
vwhich 1s & refreshingly
hilarious comedy assum-
inzg all outward mani - =z @ \/Ji
festations of » straight : ;ﬁg i
adventure show, A couple _// /
of weeks ago they ran an
eplsode which must have
glven the scriptwriter g
week's uninterrupted stint
at the typewriter, in or-
der to turn out such a




acLiculicus and brosdly funny plot. A robot from a satellite, its brain
twisted by cosmic rays, is brougnt aboard the Seaview, ond it goes ber-
serk, smashing end Xilling everything in 1ts path. %With the applica -
tion of some devious scientific fact, a sclentist on board discovers

the robot reects just to light. So what does the quick thinking ceptain
do? He sends out sll the crew with wide besm flashlirhts, and with the
utmost in cunning, these ancestral gpirits of John Paul Jones gleefully
shine the bloody 1light directly on to the robot whenever they see it,
thus encouraging it to do more agcts of mischief, Shades of the Keystone
Kops.

.On the other hend, there is also "Frofiles in Courage", which proves
the 1dioT box need not be 100% worthless. The stories told are all pre-
sented with taste and skill, the ecting is excellent, and the opinions
expressed zre often what could be clessed iIn the minority, yet in no way
do they lack the conviction that the cherescters hold. It's probably
the best series on the =ir 5t the moment.

Stamp collecting just doesn't interest me, though Berry's report on
the nunmber of space stamps that hesve been lgsued is enlightening, and
with the advent of more intensive spece explorstions and achlevements
I suppose "astro-philately" will somedey become as familiar as the more
mundane aspects of stemp collecting. I suppose postulating s step fur-
ther, you might agrrive at the premise of "Fandom Stamps" lssued by the
pogt office to commemorgte some noted fannlsh personslity or event, Per-
haps a 10,000 page apa melling would be suffliclent to earn the recogni-
tion of- the Post Office. And for Harlan Ellison there would be the
speclal alr mail stemp to England which automatically dissolves the let-
ter as Klla Farker is half way through it. John Berry could be the re-
clplent of the eterngl stamp, that can be reused over and nver gpgain, to
locatlons snywhere in the world I think he'll find the pnstage savings
with this t» be quite g sizable sum.

The filler on the last 3/% of psme 12 left me

Fanshin on Bester wgs extremely perceptive, but I can't help but note
thet sf must be in 2 sad shape if "The Demolished Man" and "The Stars My
Destination” demonstrate the suthor's "lack of grounding in science fic-
tion", and contain "stock elements". Both .novels were asmong the top
five of the year when they were published. and to downgrade them with un-
developed criticism doesn't speak well.for the rest of the output., 1In
fact, consldering the small amount of sf that Bester has written, I°'d
s2y percentage wise, there's been an extremely hlgh quantity of outstand-
ing mtl besring his name. 1 never cared for him as » critic, his notions
often seem pre..established opinions that were thousht up years ago. But
even this would be forgilvgtle if he could turn out "ne novel comparable
to hls previous tvo esch year. The end results would be worth it.

"The Village Voice" recently carried zn asccount of n5 talk Willlsm Bur-
rousrhs geve to a small village art group. Halfway through a short, dis-
jointed speech he evidently grew discsusted with hls sermon and walked
across the stage. The =udience, thinking this was some joke Bat petient-
1y waiting until someone finplly went up and checked around. Burroughs
was nowhere in sight. He hed definitely wslked out in the middie of a
speech —- his own.

I read somewhere that Lencer will be reprinting the rest of the Conan
series leter in the year. A good thing, too., It's about time someone
ald," +%

I think the story you ask about on page "%, concerning 2 ship that
accidentslly goes back in time wag by A. Bertram Chagndler, and appegred
in Amazing or Fantastic a few ysars ago.

10 [qhat's to uproot? The mediodre and second-rate are



coring, but some of the really bad stuff ls worth
watching because it's hilarious. I don't see as
much of it as Gene does, but I get a kick out of
what I do see. I'd rate most of "Voyage" as mere-
ly boring; it ien't bad enough to be funny. We

see it; Bruce thinks it's great, so maybe it's
aimed at 7-year-olds. M“UNCLE", on the other hang,
is an intentionsl sature (much like the reports
I've heard of the James Bond movies, tho I have

yet to see one of those). RSC
The comments about the silk sheet were for the ben-
. efit of my fellow members of the Putting Art On
Stencil Scolety. We pass ground infeo ' on things
l1ike particulesrly good stencils, keen new styll,
new techniques and gids, wlthout any particulasr
thought as to the company -~ we name it so other
members can lstch onto the same equipment. Speed

O Print doesn't know, and doubtless wouldn't care,
what we do with the stuff we buy from them, as long
as we pay for 1it, JW

Stephen Barr, Box 305, Nocona, Texss, 76255

Tou gre esiways sticking in those silly things, as 1n this 1sh:
"Quotes Tithout Much Comment", so why don't you get some art that cov-
ers about half a page or so, Then when you come out with half a page
to mo just stencill the art in?

The best thing in the lssue was "Alfred Bester--The Irritating
Charmer" by Alexel Panshlin. After reading that fine ertlcle I would
like to meet someone who knows Bester personally. Panshin keeps tell-
ing ugs to foreet about his articles 1ln Holiday -- why .why doesn't he
comunent on them? Does he gee some other Light in Bester, or can they
be used to tear hils article sbout Bester down? I certzinly would 1ike
to see more of the personslity things worked up on different people.
How about it? . - |

I would also like to »sk lMr. Banks Mebane where he asw that article
about the BB's by me? I wrote nn such article, yours being the only
one, and would like to see the so-claimed one he talke about. I gs-
gure you that yours 1s the only one that I've written about the BB's,
I did write one about ERB himself but it hasn't been published yet.

L thought you were behaving like z six month infant when you made
all of those rash ststements about Ellison., I reaglly d0 think that he
ought to have a chance st winning a Hugo for Drsmas; he did give us one
fine show and he should be allowed to run, - Now I'm gpainst the Nomi-
nating Committee 2nd g1l that becsuse I don't thlnk I need anyone to
tell me what to vote for, I may be a literary bum, but gll these years

of reading have given me the chance to know the difference between the
bad and the good. I'm glsd to see you go on the record about the
World SF Scoiety., We kiddies don't know about such things and would
like to hear them. Do you know of any plesce where we kiddies could go
2nd get fennish history? History is my favorite subject and I would
like %o read up on fannish history. Any suggestions?

/7hether or not Harlan deserves a Hugo is beside my
point. If you want to write the London Committee
and recuegt that the drames cetemory be reinstated,
fine. My oblection is to people who demand things
they don't have any suthority to demsnd, The London
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Committee mey have made a mistake (it wouldn't
be the first time a committee has made one), but
1t's thelr convention and their decisions Cali-
fornia fandom should stick to running its own
conventions. RSC7

Banke Mebane, 6901 Strgthmore St., Chevy Chase, Md., 20015

Yandro 144 hgs an interesting cover -- I 1like those chessman (they
are chessman, aren't they?). Unless I'm in an extra mellow mond,
all of the artwork is good: even artists I don't ususlly like seem
to be a2t the top of thelr form thls time. Jome to think of it, 1
must be in g mellow mood, I even liked the fan fiction this trip

Herprdless of mood, Alexel's Panshin's nrticle irritates me even
though I zpree with most of what he says. I wonder why? I think
1t's becauce he could use a little of the charm for which he takes
Bester so geverely to task., He speake so definitely ex cathedra,
and 1s not content with calling » spade » spade, but must refer to
it as » shovel (I'm using the word “spade" as in
the o0ld c¢cliche, not s 1n beat jarpon). It may sound as if I'm
throwing rocks at Alexei for doing 1t, but I tThink more people
should be more assertive 1n theilr wrlting then they ere. A bland
mixture may be inoffensive but 1s alsn not memeorgble, and nobody
should mind beilng provnked if they 2re 2lgo made to think; after
211 there is 2 Dblg overlaF in the areas of meanlng of the words
"irritate" and "stimulate". Juanita, the increasing use of "we"
that you note in your editorlal gtems from a desire to be self-ef-
facing. I think we need more healthy egoism: people are petting
too darned other-directed.

B11l Dsnner, R.D. 1, Kennerdell, Pa., 16043
(#1537 I don't know who Stephen Pickering is, but his story rated
2 "Fhooey" at the end, and not only because of the bum grammzr and
spelling. But then most stories 1n the promags pet the same comment,
s¢ vhat the hell... What's the meaning ©f thet creck in your review
of the last Stef? If ynu've ever sent me anything else than let -
ters for oonsideration I must eoolovive for having forgotten it com-
pletely.
* For me the best thing in #7144 15 DeWeese's quotations from THE
BOOK OF PTATH. I wonder Af vV's preoccupation with
blank bralns would have struck me if I'd read the
P book. I probebly read »11 of it in installments
Sl TN in ASF many years aco (1t did run serially,
/~ s didn't 1t?) but that's not quite the same as
Sl S R having the whole thing together in one piece,
e i Anyway, I often hrve the thought that most
| =) of hls stories were written while vV himself
SR R "saet there blank-brained". There's no "Phon-
oo e ey" after Pesta's "The Tree Thet ot Ia",
’;4#/'S\ R which is e pretty fair sketch, though I bog-
,Z(u //// gled slightly st liss Fleming's lips which
//ﬁgi\ /\ ‘ "...ovelled the tiny figure..." This I don't
Qgix\// A understand, nor the implications that the
L\ 'K) ' child's parents were in bed before & of a
{ ) ﬁf} Saturday evening... In his column Delleese

. reminds me of the program on .WIIC in Pgh
WOLFE. - . every Saturday night whlch includes not one
but two "sclence fiction" movies. You can
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imsgine the sub-sub-sub-standard things 1% dredges
up and puts on view. Oc¢cesionally if none of
the other stations has a good movie I'1ll watch
one for the laughs. I can never be sure,
though, that I'm not passing up something
really good, for it was on thls progren
that I saw "Little Shop of Horrors", which
I'd 1like to see properly sometime; I was
laying a tile floor while it was on.

/Nope; THE BOOK CF PTATH was
published 211 in one igsue of
Unknown. I somehow mansged
to read -- and, 1 believe, re-
view -~ the paperback version
without noticing all the blank
brains in it. Don't worry, I've

'never sent you snything but let-
ters, I can recell very few things
that I've written in my entire fan-
nish career that were gnod enough to
submit to Stef. (I heve the same
trouble with Amra, but one of these days I'1l say
the hell with 1t and mail you both something.)RSC/

Marty Helgesen, 11 Lavrence Avenue, Malverne, New York, 11565

B4 ' 39¢ OR PIGHT!
(Okay, so I compromlsed a little.)

If George Sclthers isn't more careful the paratime police will get
him,  He obviously comes from g future in which D.C,  has had more
worldcons (why else his referrsls to the Discon as Discon I?) and has
returned to warn us of the dangers of abandoning the rotation plan. I
think the warnings from hlm snd Busby, who each have put on at lesst
one worldcon. should be heedéd. Starspinkle #9 reported that if Syra-
cuse gets the '66 worldcon, Baltimore will ask that the rotstion plan
be set aside apalh so they cen have the '67 con they've been planning
for. If this were to ccme up at s hypothetical Syracuse business ses-
glon”a lot of New York snd Philly fans might got for it. After all,
Beltimore is about 60 miles closer to liew York City than Syracuse 1is.
This .would be unfair to the Western and Central Divisiona. If Syre-
cuse wenis Lo see competition =again, they should walt s yesr and fight
Baltimore for '67.

About that shotgun on "Burke's Law". Don't firing pins 2lso make
distinctive marks? And wouldn't the same lab personnel make both kinde
of comparisons?

/Ah, but iab tests on firing pins snd suchlike mech-
anisms eren't ballistics tests; balliatics le "the
sclence of miseiles or projectiles as thrown from
the engines of war" (New Century Dictionsry). Not
the study of the engines of war themselves, Marty
also enclosed s publication from a ski eclub or skl
resort (the publication has become sepsrated from
the letter over the course of time)} which uses the _
delightful term "skiing is a way of 1ife'. RSC/
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Sue Ward, 246 liiller St., Ionisa, nlch Lagh6

~ The story "Pillsr of Fire" in #1143 was excellent, tho I do think
you should have put a dQuestion mark after the word ‘flction‘ What
better way of expleining the s7-called mirzcles of the pest 1s there
then the idees of 2lien intrusion auring the times of 0ld?

As for Lewis Grant's letter in #1lt2, I disagree with his idea that
John Agtln resemtles Forry Ackerman. I mean 1f nelther of them had a
moustache, there would be little or no physical resemblsnce. In my
oplnion, Astln is made to look like Ernie Kovacs, where Ye is more of
a cross between alt Disney snd Vincent Frice, 1f he.tskes after any
one at gll.

He also says the is moing to mgke a sign for U4SJ's door. Seems
like thet's all the go these days, sause 1'm working on a Solomon's
sesl (mentioned in hetropolls) which I promised FJA for his birthday
-=which was almost 2 months ago, I mean which 1s over 10 months from
now, as I didn't say which birthday.

He may be happy t0 know that 1n frand Rapids, a city 35 miles from
here, there's a small drive-in restaursnt. called the "Frank ‘n Stein"}
but they don't offer the "Monster" {(Ver-y funny).

/On Biblicel explanstion stories, I must confess when I
was 2 young fan, I hesd a great fondness for "Bubastis of
Egupt® in Other Worlds, one of Palmer's gseveral such tales
ever the years; 1 don't know whether 1t would stand the
teat of $ime if T tried to reread it, but at the time 1t
struck me as very cute. JUC
Resemblance 1s 1n the eye of the beholder. I don't think
that I resemble Forry itoec much, but I once hed 2 fan come
up and try fto sell me some hnrror movie relic under the
impression I wag'Forry. (And he was s fan who'd been
around g while, not one of the Llttle Monsters who idolize
Ferry wi thout knowiny much sbout him.) One more 10g1cal
.way of explaining the so-called nirscles is by saying that
the writers hed lots of lmeesingtion in those days. Except
for the Book of Kormon, the Thristian regllious documents
were 211 written down from dozens to nundreds of years af-
fer the events they describe, end you know how exagrera-
tions creep into verbasl translations. RSC/

. Ethel Llndsay, Coursge.House 6 Langley Avenue, Surbiton, Surrey,
Great Britain.

By now someone may have straightened you out on just what the Pan-
el of Experts is guppoeed to do over the Hugo business. Hope you got
my Haver which performed the publlc service of quoting in full the
actual Motlon that started 211 the hoo hew., It's as nutty a thing as
I've geen in yerrs...l can't make sense of it nohow. Doubtlessly the
fans at thst business meeting thought they were voting for something,
but what came out was a fuzzy direction which can be interpreted in
more than one way.  Then fans Heve the nerve to sneer at lawyers! I
wigh you had attended that con; I'd llke tn read somewhere a report
of that businegss meeting by gnme guy with a leetle common sense,

I'd rlresdy resd Georre's article, as he sent me = c¢opy (you know
they put me on that committee -~ me, the most 1noffensive fan you'll
find and they got me involved in thnt) T've come to the conclusion
that it would be a good idea to take the Hugo arrangements away from
the con ¢ mmitfees...on the grounds that they have enough worries agl-
ready! 1 sympesthlge with Genrce's desire to see some order come out




of mild chaos...and certsinly any future c¢on commlittee should have g
¢learer direction on what they cen dn and not do then the Loncon had,

Guess I'm going to be an interested sidewalk watcher though on the
Rotation Plan hasesle...though I'll add a2 small mlld hurrah to Buz's
lzst sentence.

You know, Buck, I like every bit of Y except the fiction. That
FILLAR OF FIRE ... you must be joklng! One of the corniest gimmicks
ever tried. I don't understsnd why your criticsl eye falls you when
it comes to amateur flection, but you sure pick some lulus,

ZYou should see the ones I reject. My prnblem on the
Hugo Committee was that practically the first thing
I reed gbout it wss the flyer Dick Lupoff put out, I
naively ascsumed that, as chalrman, he knew what the
committee was supposed to do, and I disapreed with
eny such sctions, (I disagree even more with the ac-
tual wording of the vote, which states that during
the interim while Lupoff's committee 1s resdylng its
report, the Hugos shall be awerded by a psnel of ex-
perts, or words to thet effect. As various fans have
pointed out, nowhere is it stated that the Lupoff Com-
mittee is to be the panel of experts, but I consider _
that s minor guibble; I'm sgainst the whole idea.)RSC/

Derek Nelson, 18 Granard Blvd,, Scarborough, Ontario, Cansda

I don't want to get involved in snother hassle over my polemic on
U.S. foreign policy, but I 2an't let Ted White's stale-dated remarks
psss without st least s"me comment. I will admlt te emntional over-
gimplification 1n the essay but, at the same tlme, can easily reject
all of the points made by “'hite. His more concrete agrguments agre re-
futed by himself in hils two paragrephs: 1) "I've been concentrating
on side 1issues.. Rugsla is too smert to engace in a full-scale war
over Cuba";and *2) "the deallngs of netlons are amorgl".

Wilthin the West proper we expect each member tn resct sccording to
the rather vapue articles cf our culture's nation-state based internag-
tional lew. But once we pass the lines and enter the lands of the bar-
bsrians, it is g greetly different matter.

For exmmple, I once spent a rather enjoyable evenling where part of
the time was spent debating with an Indian professor snd a secretary
of the High Commissioner's ofifice in Ottawa. This was soon after Ind-
ls had trampled Goa and they were defending the invasion by calling it
a "liberation frum colonialism", and that they had every right, in -
cluding the moral one, to "free" the colony from its four hundred year
0ld imperialism.

Upon close questioning, they bnth finally conceded that Canada head
the same right rerarding the French islands of St. Plerre snd Miquelon
of f Newfoundland, both coleonial relics from our pest.

The acdoiption of such 2 course is, however, patently ridiculous, 'le
and the French are similar culture members who ablde by the same rules
and reason in roughly the same way. The same applles, say, 1f Indisan
and Burmaz had a border 3ispute. But 1t does not gpply between Portu-
mal 2nd India, whose value systems are differently based.

For that resson the A-bomb on Hiroshima and the Suez "peration are
28 morally sound as any internetional operstion can, in practice, be.

And t» leave that gubject before I give the Left any further rea -~
sons for apoplexy, I'd like to switch to slamming Ted White for the
sentences in which he condemns me for just being a Csnadian. I gsther
his reasoning 1s that I am interfering in U,8, affairs. Well, old man,

--15




you Yanks own this country, cars, milk, and timber: you defend it with
1ittle help from us (Cangdien MPls can't get 1nto US bases on our own
.801l); you stole the Ohlo, Oremon and the Alaskan Fanhandle from us and
before you even attalned you own 1lndependence you tried to conquer us;
In a nuclear war we're as dead es you, perhaps more us 1f the bombers
and miasiles fgll short; you deluge us wlth your books and TV and mag-
azines, destroylng our attempts at culture; you're highly ignorant of
us &8 a natlon; and gbove all else, you overthrnow our government when-
ever it gets nasty (Diefenbgker in 1963,..).

I could gn on, but to save time I'll ignore such things as hite's
mind-resding act over my posltion on Canadian Trade with Cuba {ask the
local Torles) and similar flighty statements.

To finlsh off I'd 1lke to suggest that lumping the Rev. Moorhead
with my poor desmned ggnostlc self 1ls no way to treat a minister of the
cloth (or an agnostic, for that mgtter...)

1 /It's a sad commentary when

rj‘““\ ,( S similar cultures cgr adjust
)’%AQW M) to one another while dif -~

s ﬁ\f“y;;tﬁﬁphﬁ ), fering cultures fight, but

it seems to be accurate ——
from the ¢city beats who com-
plain of police brutality

and brag sbout breaklng drug
laws to the interngtional re-
lations of Indila and Paki -
stan. (How many people have
those “apostles of peace™
k1lled 1n race riots, any -

way?) RSG/

Rick Brooks, R.R. #, Fremont,
Indlana, 467737

I 1iked the John Berry article.
I find him much more interesting
than YWalt Willis.

I think the blank verse by "wvan
Vogt" is an underhanded sttempt to
sneak vile pros 1lnto your zine and
give 1t status. If thils keeps up,
you won't be America's number two
fanzine for long.

I do have one polnt that T
would 1ike %to see cleared up, and
that is the matter of what is ell-
gible for a Hugo. Mag reprints
seem to be gll right, but how sbout
the paperback reprints? A good
hardcover finds 1t hard sledding ¢t
to win a Hugo, while the wider
regdershlp a paperback gets would
give 1t a better chance. 1 am re-
ferring mainly to Doc Smith's Lens-
man serles, By the time GRAY LINS-
I:AN and BECOND STAGE LENSMAN are
out in paperback, I would llke to
gee these clasglcs get consideraticn,

PN
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As far as I'm concerned, only
the LORD OF THE RINGS Trilogy |
could beat out the Lensman
serles,

/[Fow about this eligi-
billty on Hugog? I
never got gn answer fto
my question gbout it g
year ago —-- 28 fgr as
I'm concerned, anything
published during the
year (except prevlous
winners) ls eligible.
I'm sure this isn't the
official position, how-
ever. RSC/

Bill Glass, 23908 Califa St., Woad-
Tand HIlls, Californa, 917364

Terry Carr's autotiography was very
enlightening. But how the {%## did he
telepathlically stesl my plot ldeas when
I was only three years 0l1d? I wonder if
My Great S-F lovel Eplc Containing Every-
thing will ever becnme 2s wldely read as
Carr and Collins',

I saw down in the UCLA bookstore a bonk
which comes as 1loogse pages in » box. One
shuffles the pages, then reads. Your pilot ex-
periment with ""olden FHinutes" shows this radi-
cal literary movement can be successfu.ly ap=-
plled to fanzines. ‘Then wlll the entire 1lssue
go "looge' ?

/TIn case you can't remember what is-
sue he's talking sbout, the letter
was written laet November. We have
qQuite a lerge backlog of letters,)
It's easy enough to make a neme by
using an "original techniaue". I%
doesn't matter whether or not your
writing makes senge; you'll always
impress some people if you're wild
enough, end if you impress enough of them somebody will
anglyze your work and explain what you meant, RSC/

Mlke Deckincer, Apartment 10-K, 25 lignor Drive, Newark, NJ, 071C6
Banks l.ebane impresses me with his edmission thst he read most of
the Doc Savage books recently reprinted by Bantam. I started THET MAN
OF BROWZE with high hopes but shortly began to wonder if perhsps I
wesn't laughing where I shouldn't heve. The antiquated writing style
and Doc's (to put it mildly) n~utragenus escapades hinder eeading en-
joyment, or my resding enjoyment, anyway. When Good Ol' Doc dashed
down the framework of sn uncompleted skyscraper I just couldn't force
me eyes to read another line. I haven't plcked up the book since.
Have you read Vance's KITLLIN® MACHINE. Three quarters of 1t are
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tagntly writsen and briliiantly imaginetive, but then Vance has to
plunk his hero down on a typical sword-and-sorcery world and every-
thing goes to pot, with the inevitable furious battle with a savage
tribal chieftain, which our hero deringly wine gnd 1s proclaimed the
chief only he's more concerned with his goal and... PBut then you've
probably heard it 211 before. There's a strong hint of Cordwalner!
Smith's influence eerlier in the volume, but spparently that falls
to leave too 1lasting an impression on Vance., It's still good, but
I'm sorry Vance didn't improve it the way he should have.

/I enjoyed the first Doc Savase story I read; after
that my appreciation dropped rapldly, but I used to
pick up the ma%azine occaslonaslly for the short sto-
ries it ran. That was back when I had 1lots of time
to read.) : RSC/

Bruce Robbing, 58 Revonah Avente, Stamford, Conn,, 06905

4 must take some exceptlon on Gene De'leese's comments on horror
fiicks —— I don't clailm to be an expert in this ares —-— but as I see
Every new one, every one on tv not previously seen, and o0ld silent
ones (a la "lietropolis", “"The Golem", etc.) at private showings, I
can at least claim to know some facts and trends, if not offer gome
criticlsm. At any rate, I didn't think "The Time Travellers" was
all that bad. He exzgrerates about the four travelers -~ I thought
of them as just people -~ 3 scientists (one is femgle, one 1s father-
ly-1ocking, certainly, but what they do does not fit the standard
pattern) and one goofball — but what do you expect of a non-scholar-
ly person. And this is certsinly hot the first film t0 use leser
ideas -- gside from the obvious exceptlons —-- "Goldfinger" and var-
ious tv episodes ("Outer Limits" for one), fllms as far back as 1959
used laser-maser coneepts to explain devices and unususgl occurances
(and correctly, too) —— which is pretty fsr bsck. And he obviously
didn't pay much sttantion to the film (or see it more than once, as
I did ) to see that the end was completely snd perfectly consistent
with the beginning. In fact you can see them meeting themselves at
the beginning if you know when to watch. AIP has done s goed job
with an overly-used theme. (AIP also deserves the thanks of fen for
importing "“Ikarie XB 70" and supplying English dialogue -- they re-
titled "Voyage to the End of the Universe" -- it's worth seeing even
if it's doubled with something 1like "Godzilla vs. The Thing". 1In
case you are unaware, "Ikaerie" 1s con:idered by German fen as the
best sc-fi flick since "Metropolis'.)

I do apree whole--heartedly with Gene on his opinion of "The Day
Mars Invaded Earth" -- a gnod drama that one, with a realistic (if
downbeat) ending for once.

For Dennis Lien: Lancer plans to bring out the entire Conan set
thig spring. Ace brought out "HOUSE ON THE BORDERLAND just as 1t

went into the public domaln ~- I suspect Ace wlll bring out the others
too, 28 they fall intoc public domain. Heinlein's juveniles are slow
crming out ln paperbaclk —— two out slready (Scribners')

Hegrd's GREAT FOG has twlce been in paperbasck in America. Campbell,
counting foreign LEngllish-language pbs, has been in pb more than once—

same for Welnbaum -- the reprint situation is not so gram,
Many times KRB, Inc. allows fans to reprint scarce ERB materigl on
a non-proflt basis —- everyone 1s happy -- the fans and ERB, Inc., for

1f anything the reprint gets free distribution and possible considera-
tion by movie mgkers or pub;ishers for money-maklng ventures, Besldes,
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they have 1ittle cholce as the fans reprint snyway —- wltness BEYOND
30 and THE MAN ZTATER.

Harlan Ellison, 23173 Bushrod Lene, Los Angeles, California, 90024

TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN: Let this serve ass final explenation and
apology in the matter of Mr, Ben Jason's "involvement" in the matter
of withholding Hugos from the London Convention. 1) Upon receint of
the ballot which did not include a Drama Category, I contacted several
fans throughout the country, and asked them their oplnions as to what
measures could be used to reinstate such a category. 2) One of them
suggested a possible withholding of the sctual, physical Hugos. 3) I
drafted a tentatlve letter to Ella Parker setting forth reasons and
feelilngs Ln the reinstatement affzir. Y4) I read this letter to Ron
E11lik over the pvhone. 5) There was a helluvas hullabaloo going on at
Ron's home, as he was preparing to move. &) He misunderstood my ex -
planatlon that this was 2 draft of a possible letter, and assumel that
everything I read was aglready s fait accompli. 6) One of these ele-
ments wes the contactlng of Mr. Jason for hls assistance 1in uslng the
physlcal Hugos as & lever in getting Miss Parker to reconsider what
many people felt was a hasty and ill-advised act. 7) After I rang-
off with Ron, I tried to reach Mr. Jason by phone. He was unavallablie
8) The letter was scrapped en toto. 9) I made a call to Miss Perker.
I was rude. She was perfectly Jjustified in being rankled. I was 1il1-
advised, and clalm no immunity for the carelessness of my act, but cof-
fer as mitigating explanation my concern over the absence of the Dramg
cetepgory. 10} Ron, whoee sympathiesa in the matter lay clcser to what
the group I spoke for feit than to Mlss Parker's, 1lssued a newsletter
in which he mentioned the wlthholding of the Hugos. He did not hgve
Time to check the final dispensation of the plan, nor even the accu-
racy of his report, as he was moving. Kindly note there was no mall~
clousness nor even gosglp-mongering in any of thls...merely misunder-
standing. 11) At no time did I ever say anything to Mlss Parker about
Ben Jason or the withholding of the Hugos. 11) A call to Richard
Lupoff convinced me this was an unsound and unworkagble, possibly un -
ethical approach to the problem, 12} When I received LEllik's newslet-
ter, I instantly phoned Ben and explained, telling him I would spare
no effort 1n c¢learing him from the now hopelessly snarled affair
1%) With the great help of Al Lewis, an explanatory newsletter -nd
clarification was sent out to several hundred people. Ben's name was
completely removed from the matver, 14) Ella Parker received one of
these newsletters...or at least, one was malled to her. 15) Apperent-
1y Ben Jason has not seen this newsletter, now some months old.

As a fina)l note: It is now apparent from the storm of 1il-feeling
and rancor thls mstter has incurred, that my participation in the af-
fair was haphazard and wrong-way from the start. That my motives
were not ags they have been credited--mercenary--is of little interest
at this point. Actlons speak louder: apologies are due Mr., Jason.
who is totally blameless and, in point of fact, wes totally unsware of
what was happening for the greater part of the brouhsha,..and to Miss
Parker, whose action in this mgtter I cannot understand or agree with.
-but who certainly deserved no such impudent treatment ss I visited on
her. To my mind, there is a2 serious lack of organization and method
in the voting and awarding of Hugos, but having attempted once only te
rectify these asnarls—-as voliced by a lerge group of concerned fans -~
and having botched the Jjob handsomely, I spreasd hsnds in helplessness
and turn awgy from the matter, rather than confuse the issue further.
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THAT SHAIL I CA'L IT? #3 (Bill Glass, 350 De Neve Circle, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90024 - no price or schedule) This lasue contalns an index to the
1964 YANDROs, It has one drawback in thst Bi1ll numbers pages consecutive-
ly thru the entlre volume and we don't (and it may have snother drawback
in that you can't get a copy} but if you're like us -- needing an index
and too lazy te complle one -- thls is great.

‘

SKYRACK. #75, 76 (Ron Bennett, 52 Falrways Drive, Forest Lane, Harrogate,
Yorkshire, Englsnd - monthly or oftener - 6 for 35¢ surface mail, 6 for
70¢ airmail - USAgent, me)} Britsin's leading news fanzlne.

FOCAL POINT #3, 4 (Mike McInerney, 268 E. Lth. St., Apt., 4G, New York,
.Y, 10009 - go-~editor Rich Brown - biweekly - % for 25¢) One of the
leading US news fanzineg,

RATATOSK #8 (Bruce Pelz, Box 100, 308 estwood Plaza, Los Angeles, Celif.
90024 -~ biweekly -~ 3 for 25¢) One of the lepding US news fanzines,

SCIENCE FICTION TIKES #4o4 (James V. Teurasi, Sr., 119-46 27th. Ave.,
College Point, N.Y. 11354 — monthly ~ 15¢) One of the leading US news
fanzines, Professional news emphasized.

DIFFERENTIAL #30, 31 (Paul Wyszkowski, Box 3%72, Station C, Ottswa 3,
Ont., Canada - 3¢ per issue) #31 is devoted to verse, both serious and
humorcus. Incldentzlly, Paul, you must know a trifle different version

of "On Top Of 014 Smoky" from the one I do; a couple of those llnes would
not yield anything 1like the origlinal for me. (The second stsnza I know
ends "And a false hegrted lover 1s worse thean g thief"; I'm not sure what
you have, but I know it isn't that.) I got one of these mimeographed let-
ters from the guy whn wants us to contribute to making him a millionaire,
too, I took the stamp off the return envelope and used it, DIFF 1s ga
one-sheet (no relstion to a one-shot) fanzine which I believe 1s supposed
to contein the distilled essense of Wyszkowskl., It's pretty good.

CONNATE #7 (Rosemary Hickey, 2020 Mohawk, Chicago, I1l. 6061% - quarterly
- no price listed) Frimarily for OMPA, but other copies are available if
you're interested. Contents gre strictly personagl-type comments.

I hgve snother huge begtch of stuff from Richerd Mann, B331 Bryan Hall,
¥ichigan State Univ., East Lansing, Michigsn 48823, I don't believe that
Rich sctually publishes more stuff than we do; it just seems that way be-
ceaugse he puts it in lots of smell packages. HOIBREN #1&, 19, 20 is a one-
sheet letter-substitute for APA L. MANNDATT #2, 3 is a small personal-
type for SFPPA, ROMANN #4 1s a slightly larger one for N!'APA. THE TERREAN
#% 18 a generzl-type mag, with fliction snd letters and all, for TAPS.
(For newcomers; all these initisls are references to amateur publishing
associlatlions, or apas. Cne of the latest fannish fads is forming your own
apa. It's the fan equivalent of goldfish-swallowing or telephone-tooth-
stuffing.) None of these things have prlce tags on them; if you're in-
Terested in what an apezine looks like, write Rich. His are as compre-
hensible gs mogst, and slightly more sensible than the average.
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DYNATRON #24 (Roy Tackett, 915 Green Valley Roed NW, Albuquerque, New
Mexico 87107 - bi-monthly - five Y4¢ stamps) He makes a point of wanting
U¢ stamps; I'm sure I don’t know why, since it cost 6¢ to mgil this 1s-
sue, (Of course, 1 heven't had any letters from him recently; maybe he's
rettlng a discount from the local P.O. on his letters.) The major part

of this issue is lettercolumn; Roy seems to be petting the wacky letters
that used to go to CRY. He has the wacky answers to go with them. Rest of
the issue 1s mosgtly editorigl, with a columnar assist from EQd Cox. I al-
ways enjoy DYNATRON; while it is not technlcally outstanding, it's one of
the half~dozen fanezines I receive which are read when they arrlve, in-
stead of while I'm typing this column,

FLASH: Just received "OCAL FOINT #5, which informs me that anyone wrliting
to 1t after March 31 should address Rich Brown, 180 E. 83th, St., New York
N.Y, Seems both editors are moving, and only Rich knows his destination,
Both it and 8 F TIMES #425. (which arrived the same day) carry the news
that AVMAZING and FANTASTIC have been sold %o Sol Cohen of GALAXY.

LOKI #9 (Dave Hulan, 19018 Brya.nt St. #5, Northridge, Calif. 91325 - ir-
regular -~ for trade, contribution, or comment; no cash) Usually, this 1s
also one of my favorite fanzines; this time Dave doublecrossed me by de-
voting over a third of the masg to a con report, The remalnder is fair
but nothing extra. Ed Cox, Bill Wolfenbarger, Sharon Towle, Joe Staton
Bill Flott, and Peter Rogers appear.

TRUMPET #1 (Tom Reamy, 6010 Vigctor, Dallas, Texas 7521% - quarterly -
50¢) That's a lot of moaey for a fanzine, but TRUMPET locks more profes-
slonal (and is printed on better paper) than most professlonazl mags on
the stands today. Contents vary. One of the best ltems 1s the movie re-
view column; it 1s enhanced by the fact that TRIMPET can reproduce
photos of the movies under review, (Well, of course even a mimeographed
fanzine can reproduce photos by Sten-0-Fax, but TRUMPET can produce the
seme results as LIFE or FLAYBOY.) Tom takes advantage of this by 1llus-
tr-ting one story with photos resther than drewings. The writing, un-
fortunately, isn't up to the reproduction., It's not bad, and parts of it
are quite good (Tom gets on even nuttier mailing 1liste than I do, and his
writing is pretty falr.) Marion Bradley contributes an article which is
well done and not at 211 deted, considering that it was probably written
s couple of years sgo. The remaining materigl is more or lescs medlocre,
A reauegt for materisl for future issues is lncluded -~ if Tom uses your
gtuff, it will be beagutifully reproduced. ]

SCOTTISHE #38 (Ethcl Lindsay, Courage House, 6 Langley Ave., Surblton,
Surrey, Gt. Britain - quarterly - 50¢ or 5 for 1) I gather she doesn't
want to bnther with single issucs. As usual, Brian Varley and Ethel have
fasclnsting columns. Walt Willls contlnues his perusal of o0ld corres-
pondence ~- I guess I digslike 1t because it's fan hlstory. Certainly Walt
is one of fandom's grest writers, but this 1s rémarkably dull. Ethel's,
persnnal comments are far more interesting.

HYPHEN #36 (Walt % Madeline W1llis, 170 Upper Newtownards Rd, Belfast &,
Northern Ireland - irregular - 15¢) wWalt is much better here. For me,
this lssue brought home to me the true greatness of HYPHEN. Any fanzine
can produce scholarly articles or scintillating fiction, and one or two
of them actually do. HYPHEN doeg better. Yalt has published that rareci
gem of fannish writing; a conventlon report that is worth regding 3ot
Shaw can and does make hlis comments on room keys more ilnteresting than
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most fans mansge when presented with remarksble slituations.

TNF* Vol. 2% 71 - This is the officlal organ of the Wgtional Fantasy Fan
Federation; write to Janie Lamb, Route 1, Box 354, Heiskell, Tennessee
37754 for information. (I still think thelr dues arrangement is not only
complicated but pointlessly so, but I'm sure Janie can explaln P T sup™
pose it's a useful organlzation for magking new fans feel welcome. I'm not
at all sure what I'm doing in it, since even if I enjoyed most of the ac-
tivities I don't hagve time for them,

FARADOX #3 (Bruce Robbing, 58 Revonah Avenue, Stamford, Conn. 06905 -
irregular - 30¢ or 5 for $1) Bruce starts off what is intended to be 2
series of pb checkliats with a checkllst of Ace Books., Pb checkllsts zre
undoubtedly a gocd ides, but I wish all the collectors wouldn't start
with Ace. This is probably the most comprehensive of the Ace lists; Bruce
includes not only tities, but "varletiesg" —- editions which are identical
except for cover blurbs, etc, While I'm not a completist in repard to pb
collecting, Bruce's information will undoubtedly be valuable for those
who are. Remainder of the mag is devoted to Tiction by David H, Keller.
Reproductlon is bad, but the materisgl is worth it for serlous-type fans.

FITPLE #1001011 (Ted Fguls, 14U% Meridene Drive, Baltimore, M4, 21212 -
monthly or better - 202) There seems to be a growilng interest gmong fans
in binary notation. I never did 1like math, and I'm too old to lesrn the
binary system unless I have to, so I probably won't. This 1s a journal
of liberal political oplnion, having little or n» relation to stf. I en-
Joy it —— I even agree wlth much of it, despite being a conservative,
(It used to be that the minority of 1libersls were edquated in the public
nmind with anarchists and Communists; now the minority of congervatlives
is equated with fascists and Birchers. Neither position 1s true, but it's
no use explaining that to somenne who belleves it -~ I know; I've tried
in vain to reason with members »f both asides.) Ted does get carried agway
in some of his 1ittle crussdes, however, even to the point of presenting
a "summary of the outstandirtg elements" which contains not only emotion--
al blas but factual errors. However, it's as good as most accounts de-
rived from secondhand lnformatinn,

IYDRA #5 (Pete Campbell, 3 lHarket Place, Cockermouth, Cumberland, Gt.
Britain - 5/0 per year - approx. 8 issues per year) That's about 75¢ in
US money. Subscribe dulck, before we devalue, HYDRA 1s ligble to pub-
lish about anything, but this issue is mnstly stfnagl. Fhll Harbottle
explains how and why he became the world's epreatest guthority on the
workg of John Russell Fearn -- the mechanics of the thing are falrly
gimple, but I'm sure a lot of people like me were wondering why anyone
would devote this much tlme to a writer like Fearn. (Still, Burroughs
has hundreds of followers, I guess Tearn deserves st least one.) A rath-
er startling note is an article on Lovecraft by George Yetzel. It could
be a reprint, or even a hoax (1t ends in the mlddle of a sentence), but
it could also mark the return of a fan who is more disliked -- and with
better reason —— than anyone else in fan history., (Quite a furor was
made when MAPA blackballed Walter Breen -- but Wglter had enough friends
to overrlde the blackball and get him membership anyway. In case any
aew feng don't know, the FAPA blackball was origlnated solely to vre-
vent George Vetzel from obtaining membership -- and bearlng in mind

that there might be more like him in the future -- 2nd while the ethics
of blackballing were debated, n» one in fandom denied that the end was
degsirable even tho some felt that the means were tainted.)
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WErLDIGO #1 (Gina Clwke, 9 Bancroft, Aylmer E,, Quebec, Cansds — irremu-
lar - for trade, comment, or an unspecified smount of money) Lhis am-
ounts to a 1l%-page rambling editorial. It's fascinating. Jusnita (who
never comments on fanzines) wrote a 3-page letter of comment. I even ad-
ded a comment or two myself -~ partly because I think Gina hss Norman
Rockwell confused with George Lincoln Rockwell, and I allus® liked ol
Norm, even if he does spend his spare time looking for people who like
to draw. FPartly the charm ls that Gins 1s interested in the same sort

of odd incidents thst we gre.

I got KIPPLE #76 while writing this column. All scrts of polltical-
historical-ethical arguments, including whether or not the English Chan-
nel was g mpjor deterrent to the Ngzl invasion of Britain. Of course it
was, just as the Skagerrak was a major deterrent to the invaslon of
Norway. (One misht also consider that the Germans took Crete but not
falta, if nstursl bsrriers to invasion are belng considered.)

CON #2 (Christopher Priest, "Cornerways", Willow Close, Doddinghurst,
Brentwood, Essex, Ot. Britain - irregular - free for comment) This time
the scientific articles of igsue #1 have been replaced by fictien. un
the whole, I think it's beneficial. None of the fiction ls pro caliter,
but I've read worse. Artwork 1s still excellent; Dlck Howett hags prot
lems 1n drawing people (well, so does lel Hunter, for that matter) 6 tut
as long as he keeps them in spacesuits it doesn't lonk too bad. His zl-
len landscspes and machines aren't bad at all.

STOFTHINK #2 (Nste Bucklin, P,0, Box #+, Dockton, Washington 98018
infrequent - 25¢) You know, I think this is the worst reproducti-n [ive
seen in a fanzine in years., Since the major item was a con report, 1
dién't read it. "alter Breen desc¢ribes some practical ESP experiments,
for those interested (not ingluding me. I've experlmented, and accord-
ing to the card scores Gene DelWeese and I can sometlmes read eacn oti-
er's minds, and so what? It might be worth developing if we were poker
players, but as things stand. readlng playing card designaéions from
another perscen's mind 1s rather useless, even if it wasn't coincidence
—- and personally, I suspect that it was.) There's also a column by
les Sample, fanzine reviews, and letters,

RASTY #3 (Duncan McFarland, 1242 Grace Ave,. Cincinnati, Ohlo NE20& -
querterly - 15¢) Cnnsists mostly of comments on the last N'APA maillng,
but Duncan has the abllity to make his comments intelligiple ana fairly
interesting to an outsider, sc the general effect is of =z long, some~
whet disjrinted editorial. It's the sort of ti.ing that had me thinking
of comments while I was reading it {tho doubtless I'll never get around
to writing them down).

INVADER #6 (Joe Staton, 169 Ennis St., Milan, Tennessee - distributed
to SFPA and any outsfier he feels like sending it to) Len Balles contrib-
utes the best fan poetry I‘ve seen in a lcng time., Les Sample discusses
censorship, snd Joe hss a Burroughs parody which reminds me of some of
Thomas Stratton's works. (I don't think it's quite as good, but thet's
posaibly because Stratton was an extremely sood friend of mine.)

This le aves me with MATHOM #1 and SAM #12 to review., They will either
be reviewed somewhere else in this lssue, or they will be held over ua-
til next time, since I am not goinp to start a new stencil for them I
didn’'t give numerical ratings this time because I didn'. feel like it
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GOLDEN MINUTES

THE GIRL, THE GOLD WATCH, & EVERYTEINZ, by John D. MacDonald (Gold Med-
gl, BLO¢) The cover of the new edition 1looks even less like a fentasy than
the first one 4id, but T can assure you that it is g fasntasy, and an ex-
cellent one. The gimmick is the old onz of the man who cen stop time, but
MacDonald makes it sit up and do tricks. If you didn't set it the first
time sround (in 1962) get it now,

ORDZAL IN OTHERWHERE, by Andre Norton (Ace, 40¢) This is s sequel to
Sterm Over Warloex. It's the sort of sequel that I enjoy most, where the
setling is the same but the central character is brand new and any char-
acters from the preceding book appear only in subordinate roles. (I just
realized that I've typed all the gbove with no cerbon sheet behind the
stenell; I hope it prints ) Whlle Shann Lantee and Thorvald snd the Wy-
verng all appear, the central character is a girl, Charis Nordholm. The
villains are the minlons of g vast interplanetary cartel, but that does
0ot detract too much from the story -- after all, they're only there to
pose problems for the heroes to work out. This isn't going to provide you
with any new insight into humanity (I've yet to see any stf that did that,
anyway), but it's a good rouslng adventure novel.

THE WIZARD OF LEWURIA, by Lin Carter (Ace, 40¢), This ls not a good ad-
veature novel. In most cases the writing 1s smoother than the Burroughs-
hline schcol it imitates -~ but there 1s some unintentional humor, none
the less. "He was no friend to wizards, and all of hls clean Northlander
blood distrusted the devilish arts..." {pp 33). I quoted the wizard's off.-
hand lnvention of perpetual motion in the lgst YANDRO. The nlot 1sn't too
ridiculous -- given the usual gstandards c¢f sword and sorcery -~ except in
one cese. YWhen gll our heroes gre bound hand snd foot gnd sbout to be sac-
rificad on a blazing altar. the Wizard is unable %o even wiggle his Tin
gers ©o produce a spell tc save them, so nur Hero bursts the chains witn
his bare barbarian thews. Then does he release the Wizard in order to get
them gll out of trouble? Of course not; that wouldn't be romantic. He re-
leases the glri, and then does battle with the villains while she -- hav-
ing more sense than he does —- releases the Wizard. The fect that the en-
tire book consists of one or annther of the herolc party getting captured
and the others petting them loose ggain is more of a standard sword and
sorcery plot thsn a failing; even Lord Of The Rings suffers from this. Lin
dnes rgther overwork the gimmick, but it's only slightly annoying. Oh yes;
there's glso the scene where our noble barbarian jumps into gn aircar that
he g8 never seen before (I mean, he's never seen any alrcar before) and
flies off with it; this 18 also a gtandard plot device, but it annoys me
just as much in this book gs 1t always does.

TUE GREEN RAIN, by Paul Tabori (Pyramid, 50#) I bought the first edition
of this when it came out in 1961; 1t was 8till in my "Yunread” pile when
the new printing arrived. {(I'm g little behind on my reading....) I like
the new cover lgyout; I think one of the reasong I never read the first
one was because the cover looked so unappetizing. The story —— well, if
you can 1magine Ward Moore's Grecner Than You Think rewritten by Xurt
Vonnegut, Jr., you have 1t. Jt's z British satiricsl disasicer book. The
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Satire 1s a L1t better controlled than Vonnegut manages, gso I liked it a
bit better than I do most of Vonnegut's books {even if humanity ncver dii

conslder cutting off sunlight by spraying the plants with paint or plsst-
ic -~ Tabori should at least hsve explained why this wouldn't work).

THE RITHIAN TERROR/OFF CENTER, by Damon Knight (Ace, 45¢) After seeing
what some Other outfits put out as "two complete novels", I feel I ghould
commend Ace for putting about 250 pages in thelr "doubles". I may object
that some of these are still pretty short "novels", but at least they do
better than the competition. The novel half of this book magy well be the
best novel that Knight has done. (This still mgkes it only slightly better
then medioere, but st least he's improving.) The short stories vary, from
the oppresslve cuteness of "Cetch That Martian" and the absolute nothing
of "God's Nose", through the good but te'bly 1itfry "What Rough Beast" and
"Be My Guest" to the excellent "Second Class Citlzen". Knight is still a
better editor and critic than he is an author, but he does have an occas~
lonal gem of a short story, and "Second Class Cltizen" is one of them,

THE ALIEN WAY, by Gordon R, Dickson (Bsntam, 50¢) Bantam has been quiet.-
ly putting out some excellent stf over the past few years. I recall part
of this as a novelet or short story in some magazlne; for once, the extrg
length of the novel has vastly improved 1t. Aslde from the hero's constant
relteratlicon that nobody understands him, which gets monotonous after 5 or
6 repititions, 1it's a good, Interesting book. Dickson doesn't quite con-
vince me that hls alien civilizatlon could work the way he says it does,
but at least he has depicted something which 1isn't merely Sparta or Vin-
land set down on another planet and called “"alien" by the author. This
novel lsn't the best example of its type, but 1ts. type is the major regs-
on I read science fiction. It's the type of novel I like, and which only
Foul Anderson has been doing recently. Let's hope that Dickson continues,

GHCST HUNTER, by Hans Holzer (Ace; 50¢} This is supposedly non-fiction.
I am rot fond of the type, but I'11 read it if the writing is entertain-
ing —— I can't get interested in Charles Fort, but I was enchanted by R.
DeWist kMiller's books on the game-subjects. I gave up on Ghost Huater
somewhere around page 50. I was a bit put off when, after s lecture aghout
how scientific he is, the guthor casually endorsed Bridey Murphy because
her voice had "a flavor no actor, no matter how brilliant, could fully
imitate!" (Her voice on tape, yet... there speaks the"scientific" atti-
tude of the occultist.) But mostly I gave up because Holzer's dry, pedan-
tic style bored the hell out of me.

ARTZAT MISCHIEF, by Josephine Pinckney (Popular Library, 50¢) Here's an
up~-to-date morglity play which not only delves into the nagture of sin and
other such intellectupsl pursuits, but manages to be entertaining abouv it.
ligs Pinckney not only mesnhages to make her witches and demons interesting,
but she writes a novel which can be considered as either g tale of witch-
creft or 2s a story of a mind gradually losing touch with realivy,

"WORTD'S BILST SCIENCE FICTION: 1965, ed. Don Wollheim and Terry Carr
‘Ace, B50¢) Apparently this ls to be an annual collection in competition
with Judy lerril” 's anthologles. Only two stories In 1t were familiar to
me -- but this really isn't too encouragling, since I had read and forgot-
ten 12 of the other 15. After reading, re-reading, or re-skimming as re-.
cuired to refresh my memory, I'd rate % stories as Grade A. These are "A
Niche In Time" by "illiam F. Tempnle, "VamPires Ltd. " by Joseph Nesgvadba, .
"The Competitors" by Jack B. Lawson, and "When The Change-Winds Blow", by
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Fritz Lelber. The rest -~ "Greenplace" by Tom Purdom, "Men Of Good Will"
by Ben Bova and Myron R, Lewis, "Bill For Delivery" by Christopher Anvil,
"Four Brsnds Of Impossible" by Norman Kagen, "Sea Wrack" by Edward Jesby,
*For Every Action" by C.C. MacApp. "The Lest Lonely Man" by John Brunner,
"The Star Party" by Robert Lory, "The Weather In The Underworld" by Colin
Free, "Oh, To Be A Blobel!" by ﬁhllip K. Dick, "The Unremembered* by Ed-
ward Mackin, "What Happened To Sergeant Masuro?" by Harry Mullsch, and
"Now Is Forever" by Thomae M, Disch -- would be rated grade B or better,
The Brunner story might even get into grade A, and the Dick 1s the only
one I regard as totally unnecessary. This makes a pretty good anthology.
I haven't seen the Merrill 9th Annual, so I can't compare them, but off-
hand T can't think of many short stories from 1964 that I'd prefer to
these., (Novelets are a different matter.)If you're buying reprint anthol-
ogies, this is certalnly one of the best recent ones,

THE MAM FROM U.M.C.L.E,, by Michael Avallone (Ace, 50¢) I didn't really
have much hope that this would be anything like the tv show, end 1t isn't.
The show is a parody of Flemlng-type fiction; the book ls simply s bad
imitation of Fleming. There is the usual disregerd for accuracy.{In the
third chapter, our hero is trapped in a sealed room from which the alir is
belng exhausted. When he shatters the door with a sonic device, the frag-
ments are described as being blown outward, as by an explosion.) There is
the usual sadism, and there is an ilmltation-Fleming villain who is pre-
sented without any of Fleming's sklll at maklng the preposterous seem even
mildly believeagble, In fact, if this is typical of the run-of-the-mill
spy story, I begin to see how Fleming made such a stir in the field,

- e s wm RS G WD ke e G mm gy e e A e ep m AR mm v v S e G R a4t W e e b e W e e e

BULBOUS BANANAS
by RSC

MATHOM #1 {David N, Hall, 202 Taylor, Crystal City, Missourl 63019 -
quarterly -~ 20¢) In the editorial, David mentlons the problems he had in
getting the black ink out of his machine so he could run this issue with
red ink on blue paper. I hate to say it, Dave, but the results would have
been much easier on the eyes if you'd left the black 1nk 1n. The repro-
duction isn't bad, otherwise, but I see $to00o many fanzines to waste much
time on an eyestralner llke thls one. I skimmed 1t; for a first issue it
geeme rather well done, (That sounds patronizing; 1t was meant to be sort
of non-committally approving, since I liked what 1 read of the mag, but I
didn't read nmuch.)

SAM #12 (Steve Stiles, 207 ¥, 80th. St., New York, N.Y, 10024 - irregular
~ for trade or comment) Another con report; since it's by Dick Lupoff it
has gome good lines in it, but I do think Dick could find mores interest-
ing things to write about. The letter column is mostly concerned with the
writing of Ayn Rand. I was startled to see F.M. Busby saying that Atlas
Shruprged 1s "one hell of a good buok"; I thought Buz had better taste
than that. (Ayn Rand may or may not have one hell of a good philosophy,
but she's one of the poorest professional writers I've ever encountered.)
Les ferber and John Koning have short columns -- fannish type.

I'd use this space to mention gll the outstanding storles I've read in
recent magazlines, except that I haven't read any. I suppose Frank Herbert's
“Greenslaves" in the March AMAZING, and Roger Zelazny's "The Doorg Of His
Face, The Lamps Of Hie Mouth" in the March F&SF, sre the nearest things
to excellent that I've encountered. R3SC



the hunt

A

Autumn crafted afternoon,

Sun set low in clear blue sky,
Dogs and men, a partnership
Pursue the age-o0ld hunting game;
Instincts surge. barks of Jjoy
Deliclous growls ecstatic yelps,
blood pounds wild gs frantic runs
bring the mester, gun in hgnd.

Twisted flight gnd fluttering fall
Contact with the sodden mud,

Beasts from hell converge gbove
Slashing teeth and warm sweet blood.

II

Day 1s ended, evening comes,
swollen klue glant about to sink,
dogs and men, a partnership

run for life, snd rest near death;
Instincts tug. sllence hangs

half subjugated growls of hate--
pulse pounds heavy, terror comes
master whimpers cry of grief,

Limping run and btortured fall
face groveling in yellow muck,
creature from forpoyten dreams
piercing tube, and aching suck.

JOhn kusske



now available

THE ISSUE 4T dAND, by William Atheling, Jr. (pseudonym of James Blish).
Critical discussion of the pamerican science fiction magazines from 1952 to .,
1963, with particular emphasis on the essentigls of good writing and edit-
ing. Cloth only; #5.00

THE EIGHTH STAGE OF FANDOM, by Rotert Bloch, with an introduction by Wilson
Tucker. Selections from 25 years of writing about science faiction and the
sometimes odd people who produce and read it. 4 variety of fact and
fiction, humor and social criticism, with special emphasis on the science
fiction fans and their awmateur wagazines. Cloth, $5.00; Paper, $1.95

THE SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL, edited by the advent staff. Introduction by Basil
Davenport, with widely ranging essays by Robert A. Heinlein, C. M. Korn-
bluth, Alfred Bester, and Robert Bloch, on the role of science fiction as
social criticism. Based on a series of lectures aelivered at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. Cloth, 33.50; Paper, $1.95

TEE PROCEEDINGS: 21st World Science Fiction Convention, edited by Richard
Eney. The complete transcript of all the speeches and discussions on the
program of the 1963 convention in Washington, with behind the scenes high-
lights, the business meeting, and the new Constitution and By-Laws. ro-—
fusely illustrated with photographs by Klein. Paper only, $3.50

OF WORLDS BEYOND, edited by Lloyd Arthur Eshbach. Essays on the art of scien=-
ce fiction writing, by Robert A. Heinlein, John Taine, Jack Williamson, .
As E. van Vogt, E. E. Smith, Ph.D., and John W. Cawmpbell. 5 re-issue of
the Fantasy Press collector's item that has been long out of print, N
Cloth, $3.50; paper, $1.95

A PORTFOLIO, by Frank Kelly Freas. Reproductions of artwork by Freas, winner
of the Hugo awara for best s-f artist. Sixteen black and white drawangs,
8% x 11, on fine paper suitable for framing., With autobiographical sketch
and photograpn of the artist, Paper only, #$#1.50

THE PROQCEEDINGS: 20th World Science Fiction Convention, edited by Earl Kewap.
Complete transcript of the program of the 1962 convention in Chicago, with
behind the scenes highlights and the business meetang, Profusely illustra-
ted with photographs from many sources. Paper only, #3.50

A REQUIEM FOR ASTOUNDING, by ialva Rogers, with editorial cowuments by Harry
Bates, F. Orlin Tremaine, and John W. Caumpbell. j nostzlgic history of
Astounding Science Fiction magazine from its barth in 1930 up to its
wetamorphosis into Analog in 1960. 4 penetrating ana.ysis of the pulp era
in a1l its garish glory. A run-away best-seller with rgve comaents by
science fiction professionals- Cloth only, $6.00

In preparation; Do Not Order:
A FaN HISTORY, by Harry Warner, Jr. In two volumes., No aate, no price.

THE ENCYCLOPEDI,; OF SCIENCE FICTION jND FANTASY, by Dongld Tuck. 1In at
least three volumes. No date, no price.
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